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UM STUDENT TO DISCUSS ADVENTURES IN AFGHANISTAN 
MISSOULA —
University of Montana student Jacob Baynham has traveled extensively in Afghanistan, 
gathering tales of an untold civil war, drugs, bombs and the hope for a national future.
He will present “Between Karzai and a Kalashnikov: Afghanistan Five Years after the 
Taliban” at 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 13, in the University Center Theater. The event is free and 
open to the public, and a reception will follow his presentation. He will be introduced by Jerry 
Brown, dean of UM’s journalism school.
Baynham is a senior in print journalism and a Presidential Leadership Scholar at UM’s 
Davidson Honors College. He spent last summer in Afghanistan doing an internship with the 
Open Media Fund for Afghanistan. He documented his time there in a blog at 
http://afghanletters.blogspot.com and also had two articles published in the San Francisco 
Chronicle, including one on the front page.
Baynham speaks four Asian languages -- Lao, Hindi, Thai and Farsi — as well as 
French. He grew up in Colorado and northern India and has lived or traveled in Burma, 
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. His wide-ranging work experience includes teaching
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English in Laos and writing nongovernmental organization reports to donors.
He won the Montana Newspaper Association’s Dean Stone Award in 2005 for 
achievement and outstanding performance in journalism. Baynham also received the John 
Forssen Scholarship for professional promise in journalism, and he spent a summer abroad at 
the University of Aberystwyth in Wales before traveling to Afghanistan.
His presentation is sponsored by the Davidson Honors College and the School of 
Journalism. He already gave his lecture for the Davidson Honors College Advisory Board, and 
members requested a public forum so they could bring friends, relatives and colleagues to hear 
his firsthand report on the culture and politics of Afghanistan five years after the Taliban.
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